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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 1 1560 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP IR 

SUB J : SAR CHESHMEH COPPER MINING 
REF: STATE 282843 

1 . SHINODA OF MITSUI INFORMED EMBOFF THAT BASED ON INFO HE HAS 
RECEIVED VIA TOKYO THERE IS SOME CONFUSION REGARDING 
STATUS OF REFINERY PROIECT. AS REPORTED IN TEHRAN 11471, OUR INFO 
IS THAT GOI HAS DEFINITELY DECIDED TO GIVE REFINERY PROJECT TO 
KRUPP-MECHIN. WE DO NOT REPEAT NOT HAVE ANY INFO THAT 
LETTER OF INTENT HAS BEEN ISSUED OR FORMAL CONTRACT SIGNED, 

NOR DO WE KNOW ANTICIPATED DATE OF SIGNING. 

2. SHINODA INFORMED COMMERCIAL ATTACHE OF NEW PROPOSAL NOTED IN 
STATE 282843 AND LATTER EMPHASIZED THAT WHILE WE HAD REPORTED TO 
DEPARTMENT AND SOUTHWIRE INFO IN PARA 1, THIS DID NOT IMPLY ANY 
RECOMMENDATION ON OUR PART THAT JAPANESE/US GROUP SHOULD CEASE 
EFFORTS. ALSO STRESSED THAT EMB WOULD CONTINUE TO LEND ALL SUPPORT 
DEEMED HELPFUL SO LONG AS SOUTHWIRE WISHED TO STAY IN THE GAME. 

3. PLEASE PASS SUBSTANCE ABOVE OF COFER OF SOUTHWIRE. 

HELMS 
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